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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2014-89
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Gulliford and Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: January 28, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, RCD
Date of Analysis: January 30, 2014
Type of Action: Expression of support for J-bill
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City Council’s support for legislative bill J-4 that would create a Duval County Library Authority with taxing capacity, subject to voter referendum approval.
Background Information: The bill provides for the creation of a library district that would be governed by a 5-member board consisting of the Mayor, 3 City Council members and the chair of the Duval County School Board, which would have the power to levy up to 1 mill of property tax and to issue bonds for library capital improvements. The new district would not have the power to exercise eminent domain. The current Library Board of Library Trustees would continue to exist and would be responsible for setting library policy, hiring staff, and otherwise overseeing the day-to-day operations of the library system. The new district and governing board would become effective upon favorable passage of a referendum by the county’s voters at a future election.
A group has collected over 26,000 verified signatures on petitions to place a straw ballot question on the August 2014 primary election ballot asking Duval County voters if they favor the creation of a Duval County Library Authority to govern and fund the library system so that it would have independent revenue and not be subject to the annual competition for City funding during the budget hearing process. The petition drive organizers hope that the number of petitions received will help to convince the Duval Legislative Delegation of the support for the library district among the city’s voters and will encourage them to act favorably on the J-bill in the upcoming session, and in turn will convince the City Council to schedule a binding referendum on the creation of the district at the next available general election opportunity following the August primary.
Policy Impact Area: Special district creation
Fiscal Impact: The current value of a 1 mill property tax levy is approximately $43.6 million in the current tax year.
Analyst: Clements
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